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Cindi Massaro, far left, of Princeton, takes a picture of her son, U.S. Marine Pfc. Joseph Massaro, and husband, Mark, meeting Lt. Col. Oliver North during his visit to Princeton on Saturday. The 2012 Princeton
Community High School alumni graduated from boot camp on Friday and then traveled back to Princeton in
time to meet Lt. Col. North. Andrea Preston photo.

Retired U.S. Marine delivers
‘afternoon of patriotism’
By Andrea Preston
SG Star-Times Editor
editor@sgstartimes.com

But when it came time for U.S. Marine Pfc. Joseph Massaro to get his autograph, the retired Marine took a few
extra minutes.
Retired U.S. Marine Lt. Col. Oliver
Standing in his dress uniform, the
North made sure to take a few minutes 2012 Princeton Community High School
Saturday evening to briefly talk to ev- graduate noted he had only participated
ery Tri-State resident waiting in line for in the Marine Corps Boot Camp Gradan autograph.
uation just 24 hours prior. And that he

Lt. Col. Oliver North delivers a 40-minute presentation to more
than 350 area residents Saturday afternoon at Princeton Communi ty High School. The combat-decorated U.S. Marine was in town to deliver the community speech and serve as the keynote speaker for the
Gibson County Republican Party’s annual Lincoln Day Dinner held
Saturday night. Cliff Ingram/Ingram Images photo.

and his family made a quick trip back
from Parris Island, S.C., so they could
attend Saturday’s community event at
the high school.
Afterwards, the new recruit had few
words to describe the two experiences.
“You don’t get to meet too many Lieutenant Colonels. It was a good speech;
definitely motivating,” he said, adding
he found comfort in Lt. Col. North’s call
for the United States and its citizens to
do more for veterans and active service
members.
In a brief media interview, Lt. Col.
North talked about meeting the new
service member.
“My job is to cover soldiers, sailors,
airmen, guardsmen, marines. Obviously, because I did 25 years in the U.S. Marines, that makes a big difference to me.
To see a young guy like that who’s volunteered to serve; knowing that there’s a
very strong likelihood that he’ll get sent
off to fight somewhere; to see his parents proud of him like they should be,”
he said. “That’s the kind of people we
need in every branch of the Armed Forces. Of course that’s what the event was
all about today.”
Prior to the book signing, Lt. Col.
North addressed a crowd of more than
350 Tri-State residents during what was
billed as “an afternoon of patriotism.”
The presentation was sponsored by
Princeton-based Onsite OHS, Inc. Later Saturday night, North served as the
guest speaker for the Gibson County
Republican Party’s Lincoln Day Dinner, which was held at the YMCA Camp
Carson east of Princeton.
Proceeds from ticket sales for the
Continued on page 2

Susott honored Friday as ‘Leader in Education’
By Andrea Preston
SG Star-Times Editor
editor@sgstartimes.com
Gibson Southern High School social
studies teacher Marvin Susott was honored Friday with the Peabody Energy
Leader in Education award during a surprise classroom visit.
He was nominated and selected to receive the award, which includes $1,000 to
be used at his discretion.
“It’s a very nice honor,” said Susott, who
was still in a bit of shock a few after the
presentation wrapped up.
The Peabody Energy Leaders in Education program recognizes dedicated education professionals, including—teachers,
coaches, librarians or counselors—who
inspire and motivate youth to succeed. A
committee of educators and business leaders select the award recipients throughout
the school year.
Maureen Moore, program director for
Peabody Energy Leader in Education, addressed students in Susott’s World Geography class about the reason for the award.
She said Susott “makes world history
come alive” for students. And that he’s a
leader for what he does both inside and
outside the classroom.
In 2006, Susott was a recipient of the Lilly Teacher Creativity Endowment award.
Continued on page 3
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Maureen Moore, right, program director for Peabody Energy Leader in
Education, talks about why Gibson Southern High School social studies
teacher Marvin Susott was named a recipient of the Peabody Energy Leader in Education award. Andrea Preston photo.
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The way Gibson Southern High School
students learn is about to change.
Beginning next school year, all students
will be equipped with a Google, Inc., based
Chromebook laptop computer as part of a
new “1:1 Chromebook initiative” from the
South Gibson School Corporation and its
Board of Trustees.
Supt. Stacey Humbaugh gave board
members an update on the project during
their monthly meeting last week. While
no action was taken by the board, board
members did voice their support of the
project moving forward.
Chromebooks run on the Google
Chrome operating system. The device
is designed to be used while connected
to the Internet and support applications
that reside on the web, rather than traditional PC applications like Microsoft Office and Photoshop that reside on the machine itself.
School officials are looking at the Samsung Chromebook, which costs $249 plus
a $30 charge for the management console
feature.
According to Google, Inc., the computer
Continued on page 2

Fort Branch’s
June festival
is back on
By Andrea Preston
SG Star-Times Editor
editor@sgstartimes.com
Fort Branch’s planned June festival is
back on.
Organizers with the Fort Branch Community Pride say enough community residents have stepped up to the plate to save
this year’s event.
The festival will take place Thursday,
June 6, through Saturday, June 8, at the
Fort Branch Community Park.
“The park will be filled with carnival
rides,” Casi Johnson, president of the organization, said after their meeting Wednesday.
Organizers said the festival will feature
games, a festival parade, a Fort Branch
Idol singing contest, pageants (Queen, Junior Miss and Little Miss contests), a talent show, food booths, a softball tournament and a washer tournament. They’re
also on working trying to bring in a rock
climbing wall.
Last year, the organization voted to
cancel the annual Fort Branch Fall Festival—normally in September—and bring
it back “larger than ever” this June. The
hope was the group could raise more money and gain more volunteers.
In lieu of the September festival, the
group expanded its annual Halloween
Continued on page 2

Marching Titans
taking year off
By Andrea Preston
SG Star-Times Editor
editor@sgstartimes.com
The Gibson Southern Marching Titans
are taking next year off.
That was the message Stacey Humbaugh, Superintendent for the South
Gibson School Corporation, delivered to
board members last week during their
monthly meeting.
She said it has not been easy to have the
discussions that ultimately lead to the announcement that the marching band will
miss the entire competitive season during
the 2013-2014 school year.
There has been no getting around the
fact that Gibson Southern’s number of
high school marching band members has
been dwindling for years.
So eventually the question became—
how low is too low for the Gibson Southern
Marching Titans to remain competitive?
According to Brent Winstead, the
band’s director, the number of students
signed up to participate next year is just
too low to compete.
Only seven Gibson Southern band students have indicated they wish to participate in the marching band next year. Even
adding in the junior high school students
(a long standing practice), the numbers
would only hit 11.
Winstead said even if more junior high
school students joined, it would still be a
problem.
Continued on page 2
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news briefs

Free tax prep for teachers
and school employees
For a limited time, now
through March 3, teachers
and school employees can
get their taxes done for free
at Liberty Tax Service, 1107
W. Broadway, Princeton.
For more information call
812-635-9158.

Legislative forum slated
for this Saturday morning
A legislative forum featuring State Senator Lindel
Hume, State Representative
Tom Washburne and State
Senator Jim Tomes will be
held this Saturday, March 2.
It will begin at 10 a.m. with
doors opening at 9:30 a.m. at
the former Princeton Community High School in the television studio. The event is open
to the public.

‘Lend Me a Tenor’
opens March 8
The Gibson County Theatre Company will present
the play, “Lend Me A Tenor.”
The comedy will be presented for three shows: 7 p.m., Friday, March 8, and Saturday,
March 9; and 2 p.m., Sunday,
March 10. It will take place in
the Lowell North (old PCHS)
auditorium in Princeton.
Tickets are $10 and can be
purchased in advance at the
Gibson County Visitor’s Bureau (Train Depot) and at the
door, subject to availability.
For more information, call
812-779-6994

Holy Cross dinner, dance
and auction March 9
Holy Cross Church, Fort
Branch, is sponsoring a dinner,
dance and auction on Saturday,
March 9 from 5 to 11 p.m.
It’s a St. Patrick’s Day party, complete with all the Irish
trimmings! Cost is $60 per couple, which includes your meal,
drinks, dance and a chance to
purchase auction items.
Tickets are on sale at the
school (753-3280) and parish
(753-3548) offices.

VFW monthly breakfast
slated for March 9
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H Retired U.S. Marine in Gibson County
Continued from page 1
event at the high school will be
donated to the southern Indiana
chapter of Indiana Military Support Corporation.
During the roughly 40-minute
speech, he spoke about the unemployment rate of veterans and how
that needs to change, as well as the
need to make sure men and women continue to volunteer to serve.
Proceeds from all sales of Lt.
Col. North’s book during Saturday’s event benefited the “Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund,
which is a foundation providing
college scholarships to the sons
and daughters of U.S. military personnel killed in the line of duty.”
“The Ronald Reagan I worked
for said, ‘You and I, we have a rendezvous with destiny.’ Ronald Reagan was right. That rendezvous
with destiny is to remain in the
land of the free,” he said. “That

will only happen if we continue to
be the home of the brave by giving veterans jobs that they need
when they come home from keeping us free.”
In addition to the speech, performance artist Randall Hedden,
an Indiana native commissioned
to create a mural for downtown
Princeton, completed two paintings.
Lt. Col. North is a number one
best-selling author, the founder of
a small business, an inventor with
three U.S. patents, a syndicated
columnist, and the host of “War
Stories” on Fox News Channel.
Assigned to the National Security Council staff in the Reagan
Kyle Johnson, founder of OnSite OHS, Inc., introduces Lt.
administration, he was the UnitCol. Oliver North at Saturday’s event. He stands in between
ed States government’s countertwo special paintings completed by performance artist Randall
terrorism coordinator from 1983
Hedden. The paintings were auctioned off. Andrea Preston photo.
to 1986. He was involved in planning the rescue of 804 medical and played a major role in the dar- hijacked the cruise ship Achille
students on the island of Grenada ing capture of the terrorists who Lauro.

H GSHS looking to purchase Chromebooks
Continued from page 1
has a 11.6 inch display, weighs less
than 2.5 pounds and has a battery
life of more than six hours.
With the web-based management console option installed, it
makes it easier for Gibson Southern’s technology staff to deploy
and centrally manage the fleet of
more than 700 computers. The options allow for the pushing of updates and installing safeguard features such as blocking out certain
websites. The console fee is a onetime fee.
According to school officials,
the computers would belong to
the students. The cost of the laptop
will be built into the textbook rental fee that’s paid every year. The
annual textbook rental fee varies
based on each student’s courses.
“It’s my hope, or my goal, to
work it out so that by the time
the students are seniors, the laptops will have been paid for,” the
superintendent said, noting students could then use them in college. “For our incoming freshmen,
that’s easy to figure out. But we’re
still figuring out to do that with the
students who will be sophomores,
juniors and seniors next year.”
As part of the rollout next school
year, this summer, John Spradley,
the high school’s Advanced Applications teacher, will conduct a
“Technology Academy” and teach

Gibson Southern students Neil Trotter and Kameron Higgenson were recognized during the South Gibson School
Corporation’s board meeting for being part of the Southern
Indiana Career & Technical Center’s win in the recent Indiana Statewide Machine Trades contest. Here they are pictured with instructor Jim Niehaus. Andrea Preston photo.
students how to use the new devices, who will then in turn teach the
teachers.
Some of that training will include using the Google Apps for
Education system. The free online
tool gives both students and educators access to tons of free educational applications.

The hope is one day those apps will replace the standard textbooks for students. But in the
meantime, the district will continue with its textbook program.
The district has yet to order
the new computers, but Dr. Humbaugh said that should happen in
the coming months—especially

because of their popularity.
Earlier this month, Google announced more than 2,000 schools
nationwide are now a part of the
Google Chromebooks For Education Program.
After the meeting, the superintendent said a lot of questions still
remain about the new endeavor,
but nonetheless, she’s still very
excited.
“We know there are going to be
glitches,” she said.
In other board news:
• Recognized Gibson Southern
students Neil Trotter and Kameron Higgenson for being part of the
Southern Indiana Career & Technical Center’s win in the recent Indiana Statewide Machine Trades
contest.
• Recognized the high school’s
Theatre Department and International Thespian Society (ITS)
Troupe 5623 members. The troupe
was recently selected to attend the
annual International Thespian
Festival this summer in Lincoln,
Neb., to perform a 30-minute cut of
the musical, “Legally Blonde: The
Musical.”
• Approved the following retirements: Donna Lear, Chris Taliey,
James Reid and Steve Nelson.
• Approved the following transfers: Tracey Bender, GSHS guidance secretary; and Nick Hart,
business teacher.

The Fort Branch VFW
is conducting its monthly
breakfast 7 to 10 a.m. on Saturday, March 9 at the VFW
located on Hwy. 41, Fort
Branch. The public is invited
to attend. Menu includes sausage, scrambled eggs, hash
browns, biscuits and gravy,
coffee, orange juice or milk.
Proceeds benefit veteran activities and local charities.

H Fort Branch’s June festival is back on

Owensville American Legion
silent auction, chili lunch

H GSHS Marching Titans taking year off

The South Gibson VFW
Post 2714, Hwy. 41 N., Fort
Branch, will conduct a Winter Spot Shoot Fundraiser on
Saturday, March 9 at noon.
Maximum barrel length 36
inches, A A Winchester shells
12-16-20 gauge. Open to the
public. Lunch of soup and
burgers will be served.

Shop Till You Drop set
for March 9 fundraiser
The Hansen Relay for Life
team is hosting a Shop Till
You Drop vendor fair from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m., on Saturday,
March 9, at Hillside Methodist Church in Princeton.
The event will feature: 31,
Pampered Chef, Initials Inc.,
Origami Owl, Simply Said,
Mary Kay, Ace, It Works,
Avon, Creative Memories,
Scency, Tastefully Simple,
Uniquely Michaels, hair bows,
crafts, sweets, Chinese auction, Tupperware, nails, photography, face painting and
Red the clown from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. with a lunch from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Contact Bobbi
at 812-385-6010 for more information.

Call 753-3553 with your newsworthy events.

Winter Spot Shoot
Fundraiser March 9

Continued from page 1
“This is a high school band. A
high school marching competition,” he said, adding that none of
the students play the tuba. And only one is a percussionist.
This year’s 2012-2013 marching season marked the first time
in several years the high school
did not reach the state finals in Indianapolis. The Titans were state
champions in 2001, 2004 and 2007.
In 2010, the band made history when it became the smallest
band—at 22 members—to ever
qualify for the state finals. They
walked away with sixth place with
their show, “Not Afraid to Dream.”
This year, the band, including
the Color Guard, featured just 21

We want to know!

The Owensville American Legion will be having
their 5th annual silent auction-chili lunch on Saturday,
March 9 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Owensville Community Center.
Some objects being auctioned are: gift certificates
from area businesses, handmade yard ornaments, Lazy
Boy recliner, IU memorabilia
and much more.
All proceeds to benefit community projects. For more information, contact Jerry Deal,
812-632-0221 or Max Fisher,
812-729-7658.

Continued from page 1
event to include a full-day of events
and a community movie in the park.
In recent weeks, the volunteer
organization made a plea for extra
help. Without the help, the festival
was going to be canceled.

St. Patrick’s dance

The Fort Branch Community
Pride is hosting an upcoming fundraiser—a “St. Patrick’s Dance”
on Saturday, March 16, at the Fort
Branch VFW on U.S. 41.
The doors are slated to open at 6

students. Of those, only 17 band
members are actually playing an
instrument, including the percussion section. And even some of
those students were still in junior
high school.
GSHS students now have more
fall athletic opportunities and organizational opportunities, like
FFA and Spell Bowl, that require
a time commitment.
This is one reason why the
marching band numbers have
dropped.
Winstead said he doesn’t want
to completely do away with the
marching program. The Gibson
Southern alumni said he remains
hopeful the program can be restored in the future.

p.m. with dinner from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. The dance follows from 8 to
11 p.m.
Tickets are $15 apiece and will be
available later this week. They can
be purchased at Fort Branch Town
Hall and the Rosemeyer Agency.

As an example, he points to
nearby Vincennes Lincoln. Three
years ago, the program took a year
off due to low numbers. It returned
one year later, during the 20112012 season, and this year, the
band made an appearance at state.
Starting with the 2010-2011
school year, Winstead starting
teaching two band classes at Gibson Southern—marching band
and concert band.
Before, students were forced to
choose between band and something else. Now, they have another option—participate in concert
band, where Winstead teaches the
fundamentals, and still have time
to pursue other activities.
After the marching season ends,

All ticket holders must be at
least 21-years-old to enter the dinner and dance.
Any questions, contact Stacy
Elpers at town hall, at 753-3824,
or email: fortbranchcommunitypride@gmail.com.

those students join the concert
band students.
It’s a combination of marching
band students and concert band
students who make-up the school’s
pep band.
Winstead said the high school’s
band will still make appearances
at area parades and even at football games.
Dr. Humbaugh also said the
high school’s concert band, which
has about 60 students, will be allowed to take a trip and compete
in a concert band contest.
The GSHS Band Boosters will
also continue to fundraise as a
way to pay for that trip and future
marching competitions.

Locally owned and operated by tom o’niones, president/owner
From therapy to daily activities or
special family time, our Residents have

So mAny optionS!

Lee Davis, resident, takes a shot at mini golf during daily activities.
Longtime resident Floyd Anderson has a blast in therapy playing corn hole!
Resident Lowell Hayhurst and wife Emily take advantage of the nice
weather and a visit on the porch.

ChooSe LoCAL!
Simply say ‘my choice is transcendent!’

Transcendent Healthcare
of Owensville, LLC

Welcoming Guests, Tours, Inquiries and Admissions!

Call 729-7901 or visit Hwy. 165 W., Owensville

Contact: Laura Francis, Director of Admissions/Sales (812) 205-7752

